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f n ark s • A rt> um l' n Ls 

Claims remain in this fipplicaiion. Claims 1 ^i-lJ?. :i-::!2 and 27-2« ha\o bocn 

withdrawn by Lhc examiner. Claiins Jil and 23 were iimcndccl in a previous response. 

rhL* clfiims currently pendinu include 2 indcpcndcni claims that arc rcproducud below with 
emphasis added: 

7. In ihe method of protcclink" ft*Lindr> mtjldfi from erndiny and pittirifi duririir sandcastinij 
by prevcntiny adherence of molding sajid lo mold panerii surfaces, wherciji a luittcm coating: 
compcMilHin is applied lo Ihe mold patlern surfaces in an amount sutltcient fo form a cnatinu 
thereon ^vhich prevents adherence of sand lo Ihe mold pattern, the improvemenl compriHiny. 
coating the mold paltern ^urraces with n putlern coat^fl^ compositiim comprising ve^clahlt: 
oil and a viscosily reducer selected from the group coiisishng of mineral seal oil. alcohol and 
mixtures thereof 

23. A methcid for raeilitating rele*Tsc of molding sand from mold pattern surfaces comprising 
applying t« the mcild pattern surfaceji an ciTcctivc amount of a biodegradable partem coMting 
compo&itton. \^ herein the biodejiradable pallem c«^alin^>^ composition comprises vegt:lahle nil; 

a viscosily reducer selected from the group consisting of pciroleiim oil. alcohol and 
mixUircs Ihcrcoi; and 

ciplionally a fatt}* acid. 

Applicanls* invention relates to paliem coaling composition thai is applied to mtJd paltem 
surfacefi to facilitnie rcJcase of molding jiand from mold pattern :surlaees. The reference cited by 
the Kvamincr i(">J 1069432) discloses binders for molds and cores wherein the binders include 
petroleun] pitch and vegetable oil residue. The compositions disclosed in Ihe '432 reference, 
therefore, relate lo bi nders and not pallem coalina compositions . Hvcn though the binder 
compositions disclosed in the '432 reference are described as improving the separation of the 
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casr part fmm the sand moid, Ihis is insuiricitfut lo render the claims of the prcst^nl applicalitin. 
directed lo ti meihuil of prolceling I'tiundry molds by applying ii paLlcm cniiUng compo.sitioiK 
ohvioas. 

In the advisory action the examiner mainlains thai ihf ciciims do no! rrJbr lo a ruit-asc 
composition, flowever, the clarrns do refer ro pattern coating ooinpo,sirioiis whrch are ihe .same 
as refcase composilions. Ktirthcnnorc. the cxatnincr argues that the binder composition in the 
prior art improves release of sand Irom the mold pallcrn. While this m»y be true, Ihis docs not 
lead 1t> the conclusion thai the binder is a patlem coating composition. TTie binder is mixixl with 
the sand. The hinder is not applied to the mold pattern surface!) in an siniDunt suflicknt to form 
a cuatini; (hervnn as set forth in claim 7. Likewise, claim 23 refers to '^applying to the mold 
piiltern surfaces an enective am<viinc o[ a hiivdeyradable pattern cositinj> ciimpoKition/^ The 
binder in the 4?2 reference is not applied as a coating composition. It is mixed with the «taiid to 
bind 4 he sand particles lo act her. 

In rejecting the claims of Ihe present inveniinn, the Office is not giviny any weight lo soniu of 
the feaiures oJ'thc cfaims. The Office appears to be taking the position that the idcntificaiion of a 
.similar composition for an cnttrcly different use can anticipate or render obvious method claims 
directed to an unexpected use ol the composition. 
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Tn view of the tWegtiing response, il is rcNpeciriiMy subminccl iJwt the claims now pendini,> arc 
patcntably aislincl ihmn ilit: references i^ilcd ami arc in condition jor allowance. Reconsideration 
and withdrawal of the rcjeciinns of record is respect fullv requested. In the evcni the cxaniintT 
matntarns the rejection. appJieanls are filing concurrently herewith a notice of appeal. If the 
examiner wishes to discuss any aspect of this responst?, please conlael ihe undersigned a( ihe 
telephone number indicated below, 

Respcci fully suhmitlcd. 

John ^ K^ine. Reg. No. 44.S 1 5 

niOMPSON HIM' LLP ^ 

2000 Courthouse Pla/^i. NJi. 

P.O Box KKOl 

Diiv-ton. Ohio 45401 -XXOl 

937-443.6K16 
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